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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course has been designed to provide students with a general overview of world history from the beginning of the Middle Ages to the XX century. It includes a basic account of the intertwining of geography and history, with particular emphasis on these two fields.  The historical perspective intended in this course is greatly focused on the understanding of the relationship between the fundamental problems of today’s world and of the past. The course will also emphasize the development of critical thinking skills for the analysis of historic events, their causes and consequences.
	GEOGRAPHIC CONCEPTS AND SKILLS  

Applicable to all units


The student :

· Understands the reciprocal influences of history and geography on a region

· Uses appropriate data sources and geographic tools to generate, manipulate, and interpret information. 

· Reads and uses thematic and historic maps 

· Knows the location of human and physical features on maps and globes 
· Understands how geography and geographic tools are used to interpret the past
	CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

Applicable to all units


The student :

· Demonstrates analytical ability and understanding of subject-based content included in readings, videos, news programs, etc.

· Makes basic distinctions between information that is based on fact and information that is based on opinion 

· Formulates questions about political, economic, social and cultural events in history

· Locates, selects, organizes, saves, and presents information and uses it to answer his/her own research questions

· Uses various forms of expression to communicate research results

· Understands relations between historical events, their causes and consequences

	HISTORIC AND CULTURAL ANALYSIS  see specific standards for each unit 


COURSE CONTENTS
Term 1 

Unit 1 : The Byzantine and the Muslim Empires 

- Byzantium: Rome´s Eastern Empire / Fall of Western Roman Empire

- The Rise and Spread of Islam 

- The Rise of Germanic Kingdoms 

- Feudalism, the Crusades, Kings and Popes

- The Rise of Cities

- Europe in the Middle Ages  
	HISTORIC AND CULTURAL ANALYSIS   Standards for this unit 


Standard 8.1 - Understands the political, social, and cultural EVENTS THAT SHAPED MEDIEVAL SOCIETY   
The student :

8.1.1 Understands possible reasons for the decline of the Western Roman Empire

8.1.2 Understands the importance of Justinian in the re-conquest and his code of laws

8.1.3 Understands impact of Charlemagne and his relationship with the Church

8.1.4 Understands the spread of Islam in the Middle East and the Mediterranean region 

8.1.5 Understands how the Byzantine state withstood attacks between the 8th and 10th centuries 

8.1.6 Understands significant religious events that shaped medieval society 

8.1.7 Understands the systems and social elements of feudalism and manorialism

8.1.8 Understands the significance of William the Conqueror in English society

8.1.9 Understands the significance of the Black Death and the Hundred Years War 

Term 2 

Unit 2 A New Age in Europe 

- The Renaissance and Reformation 

- The Age of Powerful Kings 

- The Rise of Russia

- Luther and the Protestant Movement 

- The Counter-Reformation and Thirty Years War 

	HISTORIC AND CULTURAL ANALYSIS :  Standards for this unit 


STANDARD 8.2 – UNDERSTANDS MAJOR GLOBAL TRENDS FROM 1450 TO 1770
The student : 

8.2.1 Understands how Russia transformed itself into a major European power

8.2.3 Understands the origins, early expansion, and reasons for success of the Ottoman Empire 

8.2.4 Understands the "humanism" that emerged in Italy in the 14th and 15th centuries 

8.2.5 Understands the significance of Joan of Arc 

8.2.6 Understands influences on the growth of long-distance exchanges between different regions 

8.2.7 Understands different elements of Japanese feudal society, the rise of the warrior class in feudal Japan, and the values it prescribed

8.2.8 Understands the social characteristics of European society from 1450 to 1750 

8.2.9 Understands significant contributions of the Renaissance and Reformation to European society 

8.2.10 Understands the Age of Enlightenment and its short and long-term impacts

8.2.11 Understands significant social and cultural changes that took place during the Renaissance  

8.2.12 Understands origins of the Reformation and Catholic Reformation 

8.2.13 Understands the emergence of strong individual leaders, monarchies, and states

Term 3

Unit 3 Changes in the Western World 

- The French Revolution. 

- Limits on Monarchs *Napoleon

- The Enlightenment 

- The Industrial Revolution 

- Revolution and Imperialism 

	HISTORIC AND CULTURAL ANALYSIS :  Standards for this unit 


8.2.14  the ideas and events that shaped the French Revolution 

8.2.15  the legacy of leading ideas of the French revolution; how the wars of the revolutionary and Napoleonic periods changed Europe 

STANDARD 8.3 UNDERSTANDS THE CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF THE AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIALREVOLUTIONS AND THE EUROPEAN EXPANSION

The student : 

8.3.1 Understands the impact of European military and commercial involvement in Asia 

8.3.2 Understands social and political features of Japanese society 

8.3.3 Understands political, economic, and social aspects of Chinese society 

8.3.4 Understands the ideas and events that shaped the Revolution in France and the events and ideas that influenced the course of the French Revolution 
8.3.5 Understands the legacy of the French revolution and how the wars of the revolutionary and Napoleonic periods changed Europe 
8.3.6 Understands the impact of the industrial revolution in Europe and the Atlantic Basin (e.g. the effects of urbanization on the development of class distinctions, family life, and the daily working lives of men, women, and children; advances made in communication and transportation; effects upon the political and economic status of women)
8.3.7 Understands the impact of new technology that emerged during the industrial revolution (e.g., technological innovations that propelled the textile industry to the forefront of the industrial revolution)
8.3.8 Understands why industrialization flourished in Britain 
8.3.9  Understands the advance of British power in India up to 1850, its social and economic impact, and the efforts of Indians to resist European conquest and achieve cultural renewal.

8.3.10 Understands patterns of global change in the era of western military and economic dominance from 1800 to 1914.

8.3.11 Understands factors that contributed to European imperialist expansion between 1850 and 1914.
8.3.12 Understands major changes in the political geography of Africa between 1880 and 1914
8.3.13 Understands major patterns of long-distance migration of Europeans, Africans, and Asians, as well as causes and consequences of these movements (e.g., migrations from Asia and Africa between 1750 and 1900)
Term 4 

Unit 4 Conflicts and Life 1900-1960

- World War I

- Europe between wars

- World War II

	HISTORIC AND CULTURAL ANALYSIS :  Standards for this unit 


STANDARD 8.4 – UNDERSTANDS MAJOR GLOBAL EVENTS FROM 1900 TO THE END OF WORLD WAR II
The student :

8.4.1 Understands reform, revolution, and social change in the world economy of the early 20th century

8.4.2 Understands the industrial power of Great Britain, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States in the early 20th century 

8.4.3 Understands events that led to revolutions in the early 20th century

8.4.4 Understands the causes and global consequences of WWI

8.4.5  Understands the origins and significant features of World War I 

8.4.6 Understands the search for peace and stability throughout the world in the 1920s and 1930s

8.4.7  Understands treaties and other efforts to achieve peace and recovery from World War I

8.4.8 Understands the economic and social impact of the Great Depression 

8.4.9   Understands the causes and global consequences of WWII

8.4.10  Understands the rise of fascism and Nazism in Europe and Japan 

8.4.11 Understands how new technologies and scientific breakthroughs both benefitted and imperiled humankind
Textbooks and Reference materials: 

Holt McDougal World History Survey Edition, 2012 ed.

Hmhsocialstudies.com

Changes with respect to previous version:

The number standards and benchmarks was reduced to a viable number and grouped for assessment purposes.

