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GRADE 6
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Through and introductory study of world history and geography, the students will learn about the political, economic, religious and social institutions of the main cultures and civilizations of the ancient world,  identifying cause-effect relationships and their impact on the present.
The course will also focus on the relationship between history and geography as students describe the geographical areas of studied cultures and their importance to historical development. Students will work with various print and digital materials.  
	gEOGRAPHIC concepts and skills

Standards applicable to all units


· Understand the reciprocal influences of history and geography on a region

· Use appropriate data sources and geographic tools to generate, manipulate, and interpret information. 

· Reads and uses thematic and historic maps 

· Knows the location of human and physical features on maps and globes  

· Understand how geography and geographic tools are used to interpret the past

	CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

Standards applicable to all units


· Demonstrates understanding of subject-based content included in readings, videos, news programs, etc.

· Makes basic distinctions between information that is based on fact and information that is based on opinion 

· Formulates questions about political, economic, social and cultural events in history

· Locates, selects, organizes, saves, and presents information and uses it to answer his/her own research questions

· Uses various forms of expression to communicate research results

· Identifies connections between historical events, their causes and consequences

	HISTORIC and culturAL ANALYSIS

See specific standards addressed in each unit:


COURSE OVERVIEW
Term 1
The Beginnings of Human Society

Section 1: Geography and History

Section 2: Prehistory

Section 3: The Beginnings of Civilization

The Fertile Crescent

Section 1: Land Between Two Rivers

Section 2: Babylonia and Assyria

Section 3: The Legacy of Mesopotamia

Section 4: Mediterranean Civilizations

Section 5: Judaism

	HISTORIC and culturAL ANALYSIS

Specific standards addressed in this unit:


Standard  6.1  Understand the cultural processes that shaped the earliest human communities.AND THE emergence of agricultural societies 

Students will…
6.1.1  Describe how archaeologists use clues to learn about prehistoric people.

6.1.2   Differentiate between prehistory and history.

6.1.3  Explain how geography affects the emergence and growth of civilizations.

6.1.4  Describe how humans lived during the Old Stone Age and the developments that led to the New Stone Age.

6.1.5   Summarize how the development of farming changed the way people lived

6.1.6   Explain how early farming villages grew into cities.

6.1.7  Describe how some societies grew into civilizations.

6.1.8  Summarize the role of trade in the development of civilizations

6.1.9   Describe the geography of the Fertile Crescent.

6.1.10 Explain the role of geograqhic features in the growth of cities.

6.1.11 Explore how empires formed in Mesopotamia.

6.1.12 Compare and contrast Assyrian and Babylonian cultures.

6.1.13 Identify key points of Hammurabi's Code.

6.1.14 Explain the importance of the development of writing in Mesopotamia.

6.1.15 Describe the way Mesopotamians kept records.

6.1.16 Explain the Phoenician's contributions to ancient societies.

6.1.17 Identify historical leaders of the Israelites.

6.1.18 Summarize how the religious beliefs of the Israelites shaped their history.

6.1.19 Explain the rules and laws that guided the Israelites.

6.1.20 Describe how Jews living in different parts of the world preserved their heritage.

Term 2
Ancient Egypt and Nubia

Section 1: The Geography of the Nile

Section 2: Egypt's Powerful Kings and Queens

Section 3: Egyptian Religion

Section 4: The Culture of the Ancient Egyptians

Section 5: The Resource-Rich Cultures of the Nubia

Ancient India

Section 1: The Indus and Ganges River Valleys

Section 2: The Beginnings of Hinduism

Section 3: The Beginnings of Buddhism

Section 4: The Golden Age of Maurya India

	HISTORIC and culturAL ANALYSIS

Specific standards addressed in this unit:


STANdard 6.2- Understands the major characteristics of ancient civilization and their development in Mesopotamia, Egypt and the Indus valley
Students will…
6.2.1 Explore how empires formed in Mesopotamia.

6.2.2 Compare and contrast Assyrian and Babylonian cultures.

6.2.3 Identify key points of Hammurabi's Code.

6.2.4 Explain the importance of the development of writing in Mesopotamia.

6.2.5 Describe the way Mesopotamians kept records.

6.2.6 Explain the Phoenician's contributions to ancient societies.

6.2.7 Identify historical leaders of the Israelites.

6.2.8 Summarize how the religious beliefs of the Israelites shaped their history.

6.2.9 Explain the rules and laws that guided the Israelites.

6.2.10 Describe how Jews living in different parts of the world preserved their heritage.

6.2.11 Trace the course of the Nile River through ancient Egypt and Nubia.

6.2.12 Summarize how the Nile affected trade and the ways of life of ancient Egyptians and Nubians.

6.2.13 Summarize how Egyptian pharaohs unified their country.

6.2.14 Explain the power the pharaohs held as political and religious leaders.

6.2.15 Describe the achievements of the pharaohs.

6.2.16 Describe the importance of religion and the afterlife to ancient Egyptians.

6.2.17Determine the reasons Egyptians make mummies and constructed pyramids.

6.2.18 Explain how Egyptians used technology and organization to build the pyramids.

6.2.19 Explain the everyday lives of Egyptians of all classes.

6.2.20  Appreciate Egypt's achievements in writing, mathematics, astronomy, and medicine.

6.2.21 Describe hieroglyphics and how they were deciphered.

6.2.22 Describe the relationship between Nubia and Egypt.

6.2.23 Compare and contrast the two civilizations.

6.2.24 Trace the developments and achievements of the Nubian kingdoms of Kerma, Napata, and Meroë.

6.2.25 Identify major geographic features of India and how the features affected history.

6.2.26 Describe the ancient city of Mohenjo-Daro and its culture.

6.2.27 Describe the development of Hinduism from ancient times.

6.2.28 Identify the basic beliefs and duties of Hindus.

6.2.29Identify Buddha and describe his life and teachings.

6.2.30 Summarize the main principles of Buddhism.

6.2.31 Reconstruct the development of Buddhism in ancient India and how it spread to other countries.

Term 3

Ancient China

Section 1: The Geography of China's River Valleys

Section 2: Confucius and His Teachings

Section 3: Strong Rulers Unite Warring Kingdoms

Section 4: Achievements of Ancient China
Ancient Greece

Section 1: The Rise of Greek Civilization

Section 2: Greek Religion, Philosophy, and Literature

Section 3: Daily Life of the Ancient Greeks

Section 4: Athens and Sparta: Two Cities in Conflict

Section 5: The Spread of Greek Culture

	HISTORIC and culturAL ANALYSIS

Specific standards addressed in this unit:


Standard 6.3 - Understand the major characteristics of the ancient greek  and chinese CIVILIZATIONs and their importance to human history

Students will:
6.3.1 Explain the importance of physical geography in the development of Chinese civilization.

6.3.2 Summarize how the structure of families may have influenced the development of Chinese society.

6.3.3 Describe the problems in Chinese society that Confucianism tried to address.

6.3.4 Specify the principles emphasized by Cunfucianism.

6.3.5 Explain the effects of Confucianism on Chinese government and society.

6.3.6 Describe the methods Shi Huangdi used to unify China.

6.3.7Explain the effect Shi Huangdi had on Chinese culture.

6.3.8 Summarize the reasons for the long reign on the Han dynasty.

6.3.9 Outline how the Silk Road benefited Chinese civilization.

6.3.10 Describe how the Han dynasty used Confucianism to strengthen its rule.

6.3.11 Summarize the reasons for advances in technology during the Han dynasty.

6.3.12  Describe Greece's geographic setting.

6.3.13 Explain the significance of Greek myths.

6.3.14 Identify different forms of government that developed in Greek city-states.

6.3.15 Explain the significance of Greek myths.

6.3.16   Identify different forms of government that developed in Greek city-states.

6.3.17 Describe important Greek contributions to art, architecture, and drama.

6.3.18  Outline the development of Greek religion and philosophy.

6.3.19  Explain the roles of Pewricles and Socrates.

6.3.20  Describe everyday life in ancient Greece.

6.3.21 Compare the daily lives of Athenian men, women, and slaves.

6.3.22 Compare and contrast life in Athens and Sparta.

6.3.23 Explain the significance of the Greek victory over the Persians.

6.3.24Summarize the reasons for the conflict between Athens and Sparta and for Athen's defeat.

6.3.25 Summarize the achievements of Alexander the Great.

6.3.26 Explain how Alexander's conquests spread Greek culture.

6.3.27 Describe Hellenistic achievements in architecture, mathematics, and science.

Term 4

Ancient Rome

Section 1: The Roman Republic

Section 2: The Roman Empire

Section 3: Daily Life Among the Romans

Section 4: A New Religion: Christianity

Section 5: The Fall of Rome 
	HISTORIC and culturAL ANALYSIS

Specific standards addressed in this unit:


Standard 6.4 - Understands the MAIN EVENTS THAT LED TO THE RISE, GROWTH, AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE  

Students will…
6.4.1 Explain the importance of Rome's geographic setting.

6.4.2 Describe Roman government during the republic.

6.4.3 Identify the consequences of expansion on economic and social conditions in Rome.

6.4.4 Explain how Rome gained and ruled its empire.

6.4.5 Describe achievements made during the reign of the five "good emperors."

6.4.6 Interpret the influence of Greek culture on Rome.

6.4.7 Describe aspects of the daily life of the rich, the poor, and the slaves in ancient Rome.

6.4.8 Explain the status of women in Roman society.

6.4.9 Identify the basic principles of Jesus' teachings.

6.4.10 Describe how Christianity spread to various areas of the Roman Empire.

6.4.11 Explain how the Roman government viewed the rise of Christianity.

6.4.12 Summarize the problems that led up to the decline of the Roman Empire.

6.4.13 Explain the effect of the acceptance of Christianity on the Roman Empire.

6.4.14 Describe how Rome fell to invaders. 

Textbook : Holt McDougal World History, Ancient Civilizations Through the Rennaisance 

Student textbooks, print and Digital editions, 2012 Ed. .

Changes with regards to previous version:

Standards and benchmarks were revised and grouped in categories for assessment purposes.
