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CONTEMPORARY WORLD HISTORY PROGRAM 
GRADE 12
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course has been designed to provide students with a basic overview of world history from the 20th century to the present, as a basis for understanding the shaping of our present world. General areas of study will include politics, environmental issues, economic resources, and international relations and assessed through readings, debates, discussions, independent research, current events, essay writing and presentations. A large percentage of the work will be done independently and through assignments on the wiki as this class meets only two times per week.
Time Frame: 2 periods per week

	CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS




· Demonstrates analytical ability and understanding of subject-based content included in readings, videos, news programs, etc.

· Analyzes decisions that were major turning points in history and describes how things would have been different if other alternatives had been selected 

· Identifies or seeks out the critical assumptions behind a line of reasoning and uses that to judge the validity of an argument 

· Understands and applies the basic principles of analyzing and/or presenting an argument 

· Formulates questions about major political, economic, social and cultural events in history and current times

· Locates, selects, organizes, saves, and presents information and uses it to answer his/her own research questions

· Uses various forms of expression to communicate research results

· Understands complex relations between historical events, their causes and consequences, and their implications for the parties involved.

CONTENTS OUTLINE
Term 1
Unit 1 - The 20th Century Since 1945: Promises and Paradoxes
· The importance of history and the understanding of our future 

· The events that preceded and took place during and after the war 
· Political and economic transformation after WW II 

· The Cold War and its implications on world events
· Ideology and repression 

· Germany reunited

· The Soviet Union: Rise and fall of a superpower 
	HISTORic and cultural analysis




Unit 1 standards and benchmarks

Standard 12.1 - The 20th Century Since 1945: Promises and Paradoxes
12.1.1 Understands how post-World War II reconstruction occurred and new international power relationships emerged

12.1.2 Understands the significance of international Cold War crises such as the Berlin blockade, the Korean War, the Cuban missile crisis, and the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia;  (how the United States and the Soviet Union competed for power and influence in Europe) 

12.1.3 Understands factors that brought about the political and economic transformation of Western and Eastern Europe after World War II

12.1.4 Understands the rise of the Communist Party in China

12.1.5 Understands how the Soviet-Afghan War, Glasnost and Perestroika helped quicken the end of the USSR

12.1.6 Understands political and social change in the developing countries of the Middle East, Africa, and Asia

12.1.7 Understands political conditions in Africa after World War II (e.g., the moral, social, political, and economic implications of apartheid; the diverse leadership and governing styles of African regimes through the second half of the 20th century) important events in the 

12.1.8 Understands the reasons behind and outcomes of involvement in military conflicts from 1950 – 1990
12.1.9 Understands the emergence of nationalist movements and other attempts by colonial countries to achieve  independence after World War II
Term 2

Unit 2 - The Modern World
· Women in society 
· Mass culture and consumer culture 
· Global economy trends: influences on economic development 
· The role of political ideology, religion, and ethnicity in modern governments 
Unit standards and benchmarks

Standard 12. 2 The modern world

The student ...

12.2.1 Understands the position of women in developing countries and the feminist movements

12.2.2 Knows major reasons for the great disparities between industrialized and developing nations
12.2.3 Understands the role of political ideology, religion, and ethnicity in shaping modern governments
12.2.4 Understands the impact of population pressure and poverty and human rights issues
12.2.5 Understands the continuing growth of mass consumption of commodities and resources

Term 3

Unit 3 - Global Trends 

· Global economic interdependence and human society  

· Economic resources and environmental issues
· International relations and geopolitical affairs 
· Middle East tension and its impact on the rest of the world
Unit standards and benchmarks

Standard 12.3  Global trends 

The student ...

12.3.1 Understands the role played by the United States in the world as an economic superpower. 

12.3.2 Understands the search for community, stability, and peace in an interdependent world

12.3.3 Understands the main causes of struggle and conflict between Israelis and Palestinians - past to present

12.3.4 Analyses causes of economic imbalances, pros and cons of capitalism, and social inequalities 

12.3.5 Understands instances of political conflict and terrorism in modern society

Term 4

Unit 4 - Current Issues 
· Issues of terrorism worldwide

· Global and individual country interactions - Colombia, Latin America, US, world
· Conflicts and conspiracy in government and politics

· Current events in the news and in the forefront
· Case studies on developing world issues

Unit standards and benchmarks
Standard 12.4 Contemporary World Issues

12.4.1 Understands how the world is organized politically into nations, how nations interact with one another, and issues surrounding foreign policy

12.4.2 Knows the major ways that nations interact with each other such as trade, diplomacy, cultural contacts, treaties or agreements, and use of military force

12.4.3 Understands why it is important for nations to try to resolve problems peacefully (e.g. People’s standard of living will improve due to increased trade, people’s health will improve due to the exchange of medical and scientific knowledge)

12.4.4 Understands connections between globalizing trends in economy, technology, and culture and dynamic assertions of traditional cultural identity and distinctiveness

Reference Materials: 

Prentice Hall. World History: Connections to Today. 

Cengage Database Global Issues in Context (available through the library)
Print and digital periodicals

Changes with respect to previous version:

The number standards and benchmarks was reduced to a viable number.

Assessment standards were incorporated.
